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Introduction 

Chamba an erstwhile hill state situated in the bosom of western Himalayas 
is now a very important district of Himachal Pradesh. It is the only place in the 
western Himalayan region where the past antiquities have been better preserved 
than elsewhere. The old hill state has yielded, a pretty large number of well 
preserved epigraphic records of diverse types consisting of rock and stone 
inscriptions, image inscriptions, copper plate inscriptions and the fountain stone 
inscriptions. These valuable records dating from 8th to 18th centuries present a 
very fascinating study. Since no manuscript or literary record has so far come to 
light in the state, the epigraphic records constitute the only source of information 
for the study of the history and culture of this ancient hill state. Besides providing 
sound basis for the reconstruction of the history of this state from 8th century 
onwards in an almost continuous strain they furnish useful data for the study of 
the ancient and medaeval geography of this hill state and provide detailed 
information regarding the social organisation, economic life, administrative set 
up and religious practices of the people of the region. The Takari inscriptions in 
particular constitute the only source for the study of the evolution of the modern 
vernaculars popular in the district. 

Scope 

The epigraphic records of Chamba are mostly written in Proto-Sharada, 
Sharada and Takari scripts. While a comprehensive and detailed study of these 
scripts has been made by the present writer as a part of his fellowship programme 
sponsored by the Union minister of human resource development, department 
of culture, the socio-economic and cultural data furnished by these records have 
not been taken up so far for critical study and analysis. 

It is proposed to critically analyse the data furnished by the very useful 
epigraphic records and write a comprehensive account of the socio-economic 
and cultural history of this ancient hill state from 8th to 18th centuries. The other 
connected themes like the contemporary state of languages, administrative set 
up, geographical data, art and architecture will also be dealt with comprehensively. 
The information provided by the records regarding the historical and cultural 
contacts and interactions with the neighbouring hill states will also form an 










important part of the study. 
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Utility of the Project 

(Vide Application from Items 12-13) 

The commendable spade work of editing and publishing >he mscnpl.onS 
of Chamba was completed by the notable scholars J. Ph. Vogel and B. Ch. Chabra. 
Voaei edited and published the Proto Sharada and Sharada Inscriptions (8th to 
13th centuries) in his Antiquities of Chamba State Part I. The Takari (also called 
Devashesha) inscriptions (14th to 18th centuries) were edited by B. Ch. Chabra 
in his Antiquities of Chamba State Part II. No attempt has been made by any 
scholar so far to carry further the remarkable work done by the two distinguished 
scholars. No attempt has been made to study the contents of these valuable 
records and see what light do they throw on the contemporary social, economic 
and cultural life of the* people. A brief account of the historical and cultural 
information including socio-economic conditions furnished by the SharadI 
inscriptions of Chamba (9th to 13th century) has been given by the present writeV- 
in his "History and Culture of Ancient Gandhara and Western Himalayas published 
in 1985. The Socio-economic and cultural data furnished by the Takari inscriptions 
(14th to 18th centuries) has not been critically analysed so far. So there is urgent 
need to fully utilize this rich source material so that the people of Chamba in 
particular and of Himachal Pradesh in general are acquainted with the various 
facets of their past culture and socio economic structure. 


The Indian Institute of Advance Study is promoting the study and research 
in the area of social, political and economic philosophy with a focus on the regional 
history and culture. The proposed work, it is hoped, would contribute to the 
fulfilment of this objective of the Institute. 

During the course of his study of the origin and development of the Sharada 
and Takri scripts as part of the Fellowship programme referred to above the 
writer has already collected the relevant source material for the proposed project 
and would like to utilize his stay in the prestigious Institute to work on this material 
so that a comprehensive volume is prepared on the culture and socio economic 
life of the people of Chamba covering a long period of one thousand years 
extending from 8th to 18th century. 



